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Shortly after the funeral of 31/2-year-old from catastrophic injuries he
suffered in a summer accident at the Outer Banks in North Carolina, Randy
and Marcie Taylor realized they needed to do something to turn the tragedy
into something positive.Out of their grief was born the Foundation,
dedicated not only to memorializing their young son, but also to making a
positive difference in the lives of other children.

The fledgling foundation got a boost recently when a group of three
Shippensburg University students taking a class on fund-raising and
nonprofit organizations offered to help the Taylors and their new board of
directors lay the groundwork to accomplish their ambitious agenda.

The Taylors have big plans for the foundation and will need big bucks to
realize those goals, which include establishing school readiness programs
in Chambersburg Area and Greencastle-Antrim school districts, providing
annual community service awards for Greencastle-Antrim High School
students, establishing a scholarship program at Lancaster Catholic High
School and providing an incentive program for Scotland School for
Veterans’ Children students.

Those four projects represent the couple’s early ideas for the foundation,
but if funding becomes available, they would like to expand on those and
add new ideas to the mix.

The most important thing the foundation can accomplish is to help children
of all ages reach their full potential to become well-educated, caring,
community-minded adults, the couple believe.

As teachers, the Taylors know the importance of education in the lives of
children and their focus is, initially at least, on education, but they

also hope to encourage young people to become good citizens and caring
adults.

The school readiness programs -- which probably will be called the “Ready,
Set, Go” program after the racing game Drew loved to play with his

father -- would help prepare children for kindergarten through workshops
for their parents.

The scholarship at Lancaster Catholic High School -- Mrs. Taylor’s alma
mater -- would provide at least one annual $1,000 scholarship to a senior
pursuing a degree in the ministry or medical field as a salute to the



hospital chaplains and medical personnel who helped the family immediately
following the June 12 accident.

The SSVC incentive program would recognize or reward students who stay out
of trouble and are good citizens, the kind of student the Taylors say are
“really the backbone of the school.”

The Greencastle community service award would provide $1,000 annually to a
student who makes an impact on the lives of children through the high
school’s community service project. That project is a graduation
requirement at the high school where Taylor teaches.

The foundation is being established with funds from the Randy and Marcie
Donation Account, established by CASHS guidance counselor Janet Martin for
the Taylor family immediately following the accident that took Drew’s

life.

The new foundation board is in the process of completing the paperwork to
qualify as a nonprofit organization and has put in motion plans for
several fund-raisers.

Those include:

- A Dash for Drew two-mile walk-run on Nov. 11. Entries for the event are
$15 if they are postmarked by Oct. 27 or $20 on race day. “Dash for Drew”
T-shirts will be given to all participants who have registered by Oct. 27,
and the male and female winner of each division will receive an award.
Participants registering the day of the race could receive a T-shirt if

there are any left that day, and each person who finishes the race will
qualify for a random drawing for a special prize after the race.

- A Concert for Drew featuring Duane Slaymaker, from 2 to 5 p.m. Oct. 22

at Clipper Magazine Stadium in Lancaster. The event includes an
all-you-can-eat picnic lunch and beverages, a silent auction and live

music by Slaymaker, a Lancaster County musician, who will play songs made
famous by the likes of Jimmy Buffett, Crosby, Stills and Nash, and James
Taylor, as well as original music.

The auction will feature items such as Baltimore Ravens tickets, perfume,

a DVD player, a TGIFridays bag, pottery, a Tony Dungy autographed
football, trips to the Jersey shore and Outer Banks, a Morgan Wooten
autographed basketball and John Wooden autographed picture, a Camp David
throw and other items.

Wolf Bus Lines and Chambersburg Boy’s Youth Basketball Association have
teamed up to offer free round-trip transportation from Shippensburg to
Clipper Magazine Stadium. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for children
12 and younger.



- A community concert at Messiah United Methodist Church in the spring.

- Basketball games featuring teams from SSVC, Shippensburg, Greencastle
and Chambersburg at CASHS in January 2008.

What you can do:

- Obtain Dash for Drew entry forms at www.drewmichaeltaylor.org, or by
calling Jen Everetts at 597-5699.

- Contact Randy or Marcie Taylor by e-mail at drewmichaeltaylor@pa.net to
purchase Concert for Drew tickets.

- Visit www.drewmichaeltaylor.org for information on the foundation and
fund-raising events.

- Mail donations for the foundation to Randy and Marcie Taylor Donation
Account, in care of Orrstown Bank, P.O. Box 250, Shippensburg 17257.



