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 Grief is not a homework assignment, but rather a journey undertaken 
 without a road map.Teachers Randy and Marcie Taylor reached that 
 conclusion. They began their journey with the death of their young son 
 following a traffic accident in June in the Outer Banks, N.C.

 “This thing called grief is unlike anything we have ever experienced,” 
 Taylor said.

 Their 31/2 -year-old son, Drew Michael, died after a logging truck slammed 
 into the family van June 12 as the couple, their two children and 
 mother-in-law, Shirley Ditzler, drove to the beach that morning from a 
 condominium they had rented at the popular vacation spot.

 The impact of the truck on the driver’s side of the van was the beginning 
 of an unexpected journey the family never intended to take -- a journey 
 that might not have a defined destination, but one the Taylors are trying 
 to steer in a positive direction.

 Taylor says there is no textbook guide to teach people how to deal with a 
 loss or how to handle grief.

 “There is nothing saying, ‘This is how you are supposed to grieve,’” he 
 said. “People handle things differently, and everyone grieves 
 differently.”

 Mrs. Taylor cites statistics that say 80 percent of marriages fail after 
 the loss of a child, saying she and her husband have been determined not 
 to let that happen.

 “Can you imagine doing this by yourself?” she asks, glancing at her 
 husband and shaking her head as if such a situation would make the loss 
 even more unbearable.

 In their case, they found that when one partner was weak, the other was 
 strong. They each had their weak moments, but they were determined to be 
 there for each other, and for their daughter.

 Drew’s injuries in the accident were catastrophic, and both his parents 
 also suf fered serious injuries. Mrs. Taylor suffered broken bones and 
 other injuries and is recovering at home, while her husband broke several 
 bones in his back. Ditzler and the Taylor’s daughter, 7-year-old Lauren, 
 escaped nearly unscathed.



 In spite of their injuries, the Taylors count themselves fortunate because 
 Lauren was not injured and the two of them were not paralyzed, or worse.

 Today, Taylor says he is a lucky man.

 “I have an incredible wife and a beautiful daughter,” he said. “And I have 
 had Drew.”

 The Taylors have also had what they call an astonishing amount of support 
 not only from their families, their church and the Cumberland Valley 
 communities where they live and work, but also from countless numbers of 
 strangers since the accident.

 Taylor said one of the most important things he has learned in the 
 grieving process is that “there are great people out there who are so 
 willing to give so much of themselves to help total strangers.”

 The family has received thousands of e-mails, cards and letters from 
 people offering condolences and asking how they can help, many of them 
 starting with the words: “You don’t know us, but ...”

 “It has been amazing, overwhelming,” Mrs. Taylor said. “We still get cards 
 almost every day.”

 When Mrs. Taylor learned her son would not live, she wanted to donate his 
 organs but was told his injuries were so bad that it was doubtful any 
 could be used.

 She was disappointed, feeling that if another child could have lived 
 because young Drew’s organs were donated, it would have put her child’s 
 death in some type of perspective.

 But it was not to be, and by the time the family buried their son 19 days 
 later, they had decided the only way they could make sense of the tragedy 
 would be to do something for other children.

 Both of the Taylors are teachers -- he in Greencastle and she in 
 Chambersburg -- and thought a foundation bearing Drew’s name and dedicated 
 to helping other children could accomplish that goal.

 They are in the process of setting up that foundation, to be called the 
 Foundation, and qualifying it as a nonprofit organization.

 The Taylors also joined the bereaved parents support group that meets at 
 7:30 p.m. the first Thursday each month at First Lutheran Church in 
 Chambersburg -- a move Mrs. Taylor says she would encourage everyone to do 
 who has suffered the kind of loss her family has suffered.

 The group is facilitated by the Rev. Paul Baker, a retired King Street 



 United Brethren Church pastor, and parents may join the group at any time.

 They say the support group has helped them get through rough times, and to 
 understand that you never “get over” such a loss.

 “There’s no deadline (to grief),” Mrs. Taylor said. “You don’t get over a 
 loss. It’s always going to be there, so you have to work through the tough 
 times.”

 The Taylors said they have found that at times they think things are going 
 to be really bad, and they aren’t so bad. Then at other times, “whoosh, 
 out of the blue it blindsides you.”

 “It’s sort of like losing a limb,” Taylor said. “You know a part of you is 
 missing, but you learn to go on (with life).”

 He said he and his family will never stop mourning for Drew -- “not in a 
 week, a month, a year, a decade or in a lifetime. ... We will have broken 
 hearts until the day that we die.”

 But, they are also determined to keep the most positive outlook on life 
 possible and live life to its fullest, “because we have to.” 


