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Fun for a cause: Carlee Gossert, 13, of Shippensburg, rides a mechanical
bull Friday at Shippensburg Memorial Park during a fund-raiser for the
Taylor family, who lost a child in a North Carolina auto accident. The
fund-raiser was sponsored in part by Phantom Shadow.

It was an ideal night for fun and games when a charitable bash for the
Randy and Marcie Taylor family opened at Shippensburg Memorial Park
Friday.

The evening was warm enough for the crowd to enjoy the water and yet
pleasant enough to enjoy the music, fun and games offered up for the
enjoyment of both young and old.

“It’s a wonderful thing they are doing,” said Chris Lindsay of
Shippensburg, who with her husband Rich brought their three-year-old
daughter Jessi to enjoy an evening at the park and play some games.

The Lindsays said the fundraiser for the Taylor family was a good
opportunity for the entire community to get together for a good cause.

That was the purpose of its organizers, Donovan and Jennifer Yaukey,
owners of Phantom Shadow, who hope to make the bash an annual event to
benefit the proposed Foundation.

The Taylors lost their young son, Drew, 31/2, in a tragic automobile
accident June 13 in North Carolina. Marcie Taylor was injured in the
accident and had been hospitalized in Norfork, Va. until late last week
when she was transferred to Chambersburg Hospital.

The idea of the event was to raise money to help with the hospital bills
and costs associated with the accident and the family’s stay in Virginia
during Marcie Taylor’s hospitalization, Donovan Yaukey said.

Any excess funds will go to the fund the Taylors are founding in memory of
their young son in an effort to make a difference in the lives of the
community’s youth and young adults.

With three children of their own, the Yaukeys said the Taylor’s tragedy
tugged at their hearts, prompting them to join with Shippensburg’s
recreation department to sponsor the fund raiser.



“The community is really coming together for this family, and the
community has been very good to us,” Yaukey said. “This is a way of giving
back and helping someone else.”

The recreation department has regular Friday night splash dances with a
disc jockey at the park’s pool, usually charging $3, and the community’s
youth flock to that event during the summer. The Yaukeys picked up the
cost of the DJ and lifeguards, making an evening in the water free.

They also set up about a dozen inflatables and games on the grassy area of
the park along with a popcorn and cotton candy stand, selling wrist bands

for a $10 donation, which will go to the Randy and Marcie Taylor Fund.

For that donation, young and old alike could use the inflatables and play
the games, and have all the popcorn and cotton candy they wanted.

“Donovan, this is awesome,” said Margie George as she got her armband.
“Good job.”

The large crowd that flocked to the park for the event seemed to be in
agreement.

“I came to swim and have fun,” said 14-year-old Bronty Mendelson. “They
should do this more often.”

Her friend, 13-year-old Vincent Adams, agreed.
“This was a really good idea, and it is for a good cause,” he said.

“I think its wonderful,” said Beth Freeman, who with her husband Steve
brought their daughter Kendra and a friend.

The Taylors both teach high school, Marcie at Chambersburg Area Senior
High School and Randy at Greencastle-Antrim Senior High School.

Donations to the Taylor fund can be sent to the Randy and Marcie Taylor
Donation Account, ¢/o Orrstown Bank, P.O. Box 250, Shippensburg, Pa.
17257.

Vicky Taylor can be reached at 262-4753 or vtaylor@publicopinionnews.com.



