Our view: Support after child’s death helps many others
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It’s been said a child’s death is the worst possible tragedy for a parent,

a nightmare that can tear a family apart.But local couple Randy and Marcie
Taylor, parents of , a bright-eyed, curly-haired 3.5-year-old killed in a
traffic accident during a family vacation on June 13, aren’t letting that
happen.

They’re getting a boost from their friends and family, and by people
they’ve never met. Since the accident, the Taylors have received more than
1,000 cards and letters of support.

His parents have created something in their son’s name to help others.
According to its brochure, the Foundation was created to “provide support
for existing educational and recreational programs while looking to create
opportunities to enhance a child’s mind, body and soul.”

While Randy and Marcie Taylor are to be commended for trying to be strong
and return kindness, the people who give them comfort also deserve praise.
Some may never have any further contact with the couple, and unless
they’ve gone through a similar situation, none will ever understand how
much their kind words mattered at that horrible time.

And the generosity of people touched by this story goes beyond
emotional -- a recent report clocked the foundation at having raised
roughly $100,000.

Foundation fund-raisers have been planned. “Rock 4 Drew” is set for

tonight from 4 to 8 p.m. at Market Cross Pub in Shippensburg, headlined by
band Ledbetter Heights. There is a $5 admission and all proceeds will go

to the foundation. For more information, go to www.myspace.com/rock4drew.

The money being raised will go toward four projects: the
Greencastle-Antrim Community Service Award; the Lancaster Catholic
Scholarship, the high school where Marcie Taylor graduated; the Scotland
School for Veterans’ Children Incentive Program, and a Ready. Set. Go.
program for preschool children and their parents.

The little boy’s story is far from over.

-- By Matt Furman, written on behalf of Public Opinion’s editorial board.



